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Moving across sectors, languages and boundaries: young people and women as agents of change in
complex socio-ecological systems

Marine environments are threatened globally by several phenomena — climate change, pollution,
overfishing among others. In this evolving framework, hyper-specialised expert knowledge has shown its
limits in ensuring a sustainable relationship, based on respect and gaining mutual benefit, between human
populations and the oceans, and in proposing solutions to the challenges positioned at the interfaces
among ecological systems, society and governance. Faced with such complexity, part of the scientific
community has questioned its own social role, methods and objectives, with the objective of forging new
links not only with society at large, but also and simultaneously with ecological systems. Academic



reflections proposed various models for fruitfully governing the complexity of socio-ecological systems,
favouring the exchange and integration of knowledge and also attaching importance to values and non-
rational aspects of negotiations between actors (Funtowicz & Ravetz, 1993; Gibbons et al., 1994; Jasanoff,
2004; Stephenson et al., 2021). One common aspect of these approaches is the need to broaden the range
of social actors involved in defining and solving problems, in order to build socially robust, relevant,
inclusive and ethically respectful knowledge, oriented towards shared future scenarios. Among these
actors, it is particularly necessary, especially in a democratic knowledge society, to involve citizenship in
defining problems (Giuffredi et al., 2021), sharing knowledge and identifying shared solutions. In particular,
some transversal categories, such as young people (Cappelletto et al., 2021) and women, are able to play a
crucial role as agents of change, capable of moving across sectors, languages and boundaries, if they are
given enough space and genuine empowerment. In this context, the work of the young Ambassadors of the
Euro-Mediterranean BlueMed initiative will be specifically analysed, in the context of the other similar
initiatives that have flourished in other basins, and the marine fieldwork storytelling realised through the
“Donnammare” blog, within the SNAPSHOT project, will be presented.

Biosketch

Rita Giuffredi works in Milan at the Institute for Electromagnetic Sensing of the Environment of the
National Research Council (IREA-CNR). After graduating in particle physics, she devoted to further develop
her studies on science with a master's degree in science communication at SISSA in Trieste and a PhD
focusing on narratives in EU research policy discourses, carried out at the University of Bologna. At the
same time, she worked for four years at CERN (Geneva) as a science communicator within a European
project for the development of new diagnostic tools based on technologies developed at high-energy
physics colliders (PicoSEC-MCNet). Since 2018, she has been collaborating with the European H2020 project
BlueMed CSA, which was in charge of coordinating and promoting the European initiative of the same
name on research and innovation for "Blue" growth in the Mediterranean area (BLUEMED Initiative -
Research and Innovation for Blue Growth and Jobs in the Mediterranean area); she dealt with the aspects
related to science communication, and public and youth engagement. She is also involved since 2021 in the
BRIDGES project, oriented towards the emergence and critical discussion of scientists' narratives and
experimenting hybrid, reflexive and transdisciplinary research practices, focusing on complex socio-
ecological issues, and in particular on the case study of soil fertility. Her research interests mainly focus on
knowledge production, research policies, the relationship between science and democracy and the public
communication of science.

Email

giuffredi.r@irea.cnr.it

Web

http://www.irea.cnr.it/

Selected publications

Giuffredi, R. (2021). Attraverso confini e all’interno di visioni: il progetto BRIDGES come esempio di
approccio ibrido e transdisciplinare al lavoro di ricerca (in press). In A. L’Astorina & C. Mangia
(Eds.), Scienziati in affanno? Scienza, politica e societa: I'approccio post-normale in teoria e
nelle pratiche. Edizioni CNR.


mailto:giuffredi.r@irea.cnr.it
http://www.irea.cnr.it/

Giuffredi, R., Criscuolo, L., De Lazzari, A., Fanelli, G., Giordano, R., Petrocelli, A., Portacci, G.,
Pugnetti, A., & L’Astorina, A. (2021). Knowledge Co-construction by Citizens and Researchers
to Create a SNAPSHOT of the Marine Environment During and After the Covid-19 Lockdown.
Frontiers in Marine Science, 8, 1580. https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2021.718214

Cappelletto, M., Giuffredi, R., Kastanidi, E., Vassilopoulou, V., & L’Astorina, A. (2021). Grounding
Ocean Ethics While Sharing Knowledge and Promoting Environmental Responsibility:
Empowering Young Ambassadors as Agents of Change. Frontiers in Marine Science, 8
(September), 1-9. https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2021.717789

L'Astorina, A., Giuffredi, R., & Grasso, V. (Eds.). (2020). Comunicare Partecipare Collaborare. Teorie
e buone pratiche negli enti di ricerca. CNR Edizioni.
https://doi.org/10.26324/2020Ricomunicare

Cerroni, A., & Giuffredi, R. (2021). La Terza Missione dell’Universita fra scienza, democrazia ed
emancipazione umana - Lavori in corso. In V. Pellegrino & M. Massari (Eds.), Scienze sociali
ed emancipazione - Tra teorie e istituzioni del sapere. Genova University Press (GUI).
https://gup.unige.it/scienze-sociali-ed-emancipazione

Chakraborty, A. and Giuffredi, R. (2019) Science and technology for the people? On the framing of
innovation in policy discourses in India and in EU, JCOM, 18(03).

Giuffredi, R., 2019. «... before it is too late »: contrazione della dimensione temporale e retorica
dell’urgenza nei discorsi europei sulla ricerca. Futuri, 11, pp.23-31.

Giuffredi, R., 2016. La transizione dall’«Europa della conoscenza» all’«Unione dell'innovazione»
nella politica della ricerca europea. PHYSIS Rivista Internazionale di Storia della Scienza, LI(1-
2), pp.187-200.

Cerroni, A. & Giuffredi, R., 2015. L'orizzonte di Horizon 2020: il futuro europeo nelle politiche della
ricerca. Futuri, 6, pp.31-41.




